Spiritual Reality — Rekindle The Flame Ministries
The Stages Of Faith 14. The Dealing With Death Stage
Abraham — Genesis 23:1-20

Genesis 23

1 Now Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these
were the years of the life of Sarah. 2 Sarah died in Kiriath-arba
(that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan; and Abraham went in to
mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. 3 Then Abraham rose from
before his dead, and spoke to the sons of Heth, saying, 4 “l am a
stranger and a sojourner among you; give me a burial site among
you that | may bury my dead out of my sight” 5 The sons of Heth
answered Abraham, saying to him, 6 “Hear us, my lord, you are a
mighty prince among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our
graves; none of us will refuse you his grave for burying your dead”
7 So Abraham rose and bowed to the people of the land, the
sons of Heth. 8 And he spoke with them, saying, “If it is your wish
for me to bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and approach
Ephron the son of Zohar for me, 9 that he may give me the cave of
Machpelah which he owns, which is at the end of his field; for the
full price let him give it to me in your presence for a burial site.”

10 Now Ephron was sitting among the sons of Heth; and Ephron
the Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the sons of Heth;
even of all who went in at the gate of his city, saying, 11 “No, my
lord, hear me; | give you the field, and | give you the cave that
is in it. In the presence of the sons of my people I give it to you;
bury your dead”” 12 And Abraham bowed before the people of
the land. 13 He spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the people of
the land, saying, “If you will only please listen to me; | will give
the price of the field, accept it from me that | may bury my dead
there” 14 Then Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him, 15 "My
lord, listen to me; a piece of land worth four hundred shekels of
silver, what is that between me and you? So bury your dead”

16 Abraham listened to Ephron; and Abraham weighed out for
Ephron the silver which he had named in the hearing of the sons
of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, commercial standard. 17
So Ephron’s field, which was in Machpelah, which faced Mamre,
the field and cave which was in it, and all the trees which were
in the field, that were within all the confines of its border, were
deeded over 18 to Abraham for a possession in the presence of
the sons of Heth before all who went in at the gate of his city. 19
After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field at
Machpelah facing Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.
20 So the field and the cave that is in it, were deeded over to
Abraham for a burial site by the sons of Heth.

What happens when a Christian dies?

2 Corinthians 5:1 For we know thatif the earthly
tent which is our house is torn down, we have
a building from God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For indeed in
this house we groan, longing to be clothed
with our dwelling from heaven, 3 inasmuch as
we, having put it on, will not be found naked. 4
For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan,
being burdened, because we do not want to
be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what
is mortal will be swallowed up by life. 5 Now
He who prepared us for this very purpose is
God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.
6 Therefore, being always of good courage,
and knowing that while we are at home in the
body we are absent from the Lord — 7 for
we walk by faith, not by sight — 8 we are of
good courage, | say, and prefer rather to be
absent from the body and to be at home with
the Lord.

What is our future?

1 John 3:1 See how great a love the Father
has bestowed on us, that we would be called
children of God; and such we are. For this
reason the world does not know us, because
it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are
children of God, and it has not appeared as
yet what we will be. We know that when He
appears, we will be like Him, because we will
see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has
this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as
He is pure.

Grieving with tears.

John 11:35

1 Thessalonians 4:13 But we do not want you
to be uninformed, brethren, about those
who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as
do the rest who have no hope. 17 Then we
who are alive and remain will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with
the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another
with these words.





